
THE MESSENGER 
Thoughts from Pastor Ken 
"Love is patient and kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not not dishon-
or others, it is not self seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. Love never fails." 1 Corinthians 13: 4-8a 

Dear friends in Christ, 

     This Aug.15 Becky and I will celebrate our 41st wedding anniversary. This passage from Corinthians is 
one of the scriptures we had read at our wedding. As much as both of us loved each other the day we 
were married, we actually had no idea how important these words would be to follow throughout the years. 

     Love goes so much deeper than simply feelings or attractions. It needs to be a way of life. I don't know 
how many times Becky and I have had to be patient with one another when we saw things differently.  

     We have had to work diligently to make sure we don't get angry easily or become selfish in our ways. 
With all the stresses of life this was not always easy but an important one to follow.  

     We have been fortunate that we have always been able to trust one another and that trust has grown 
even deeper throughout the years. Even when days were difficult and we were at our wits end, we never 
gave up hope. We knew with the help and love of one another and from God, we could always persevere.  

     The Apostle Paul was spot on with these words. "Love never fails." The only thing Paul neglected to 
mention was how difficult love can be. Love is the hardest emotion to stay consistent with because it 
means never thinking of yourself first yet still knowing in your heart that you will be taken care of. This is 
not a natural human tendency. But one, if followed closely, will be the greatest blessing we can ever expe-
rience. 

     A person does not have to be married or even in a relationship to either receive or share love. God calls 
us to share love with all people at all times. My relationship with Becky has helped me in my love for all 
people. So, no matter what our relationship status, let's make our foundation for every person we encoun-
ter that of love. This will not only be a blessing to God but to the entire world. 

God's Love and Grace,   

Pastor Ken 

August 2022  



MISSIONS 
Matthew 25: 35-40 

Thank you, Church, for your generosity. 

A special Missions “shout out” to Eileen Crites for her hard work heading up and leading the PUMC 

delegation on this year’s Mission trip.   Thank you, Eileen!!!  

AUGUST MISSIONS   

Beginning in August we will be collecting cash donations for the following outreaches. YOUNGS-

TOWN CROP HUNGER WALK which is scheduled for October 9 this year.  Please be generous.  

Pastor Ken and Becky are team captains. You can donate directly, or on the Tithely app or in person. 

The Cabinet approved a monetary donation for the Poland Schools “Success By Six” of up to 

$300.00.  The program provides backpacks loaded with school supplies for 15 students participating 

in the program. Thank you Tristan Codner and Blaise Prentiss for putting this into motion!  

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS FOR THE KIDS AT AKRON CHILDREN’S 

HOSPITAL! 

POLAND INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY - Serving by distributing food monthly to local families 

in need. Thank you to the Poland Giant Eagle that every week donates frozen meat and those folks 

from PUMC who faithfully donate their time and food every month.  Distributions are the last Tuesday 

and Wednesday of every month and is drive through only.   Volunteers are from PUMC, Holy Family, 

Poland Presbyterian, and Prince of Peace Lutheran. The pantry has added baked goods back into 

their distribution 

PUMC LIVE NATIVITY - We will continue to receive cash gifts for the Live Nativity too. 

PUMC CHICKEN DINNER - Huge thanks to Jan Sharp and all the volunteers.  They have been 

cooking and working through some tough building issues and have kept on going strong.  

Upcoming projects will be for the Leonard Kirtz School playground renovation (cash), Rescue Mission 

of the Mahoning Valley for October.  Blessing Boxes for Foster Children for November. 

PUMC received thank you notes from PUMC scholarship recipient Tyler Smith and the Beatitude 

House. 

God Bless you all—PUMC Cabinet  

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/poland-united-methodist-church
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1101167
https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/school-kits/
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/youngstownoh


                                                           JUNE               YTD 

Monthly physical contributions      $25,849.00    $ 94,258.00 

Monthly on-line contributions        $  2,959.00    $ 17,630.00  

Other revenues                             $  3,003.00    $ 15,197.00 

Less monthly expenses                $28,012.00    $147,489.00  

Net impact to Budget                    $  3,799.00   ($  20,404.00) 

https://get.tithe.ly/


JERUSALEM MARKETPLACE VBS 2022 
We had a fun filled week at our VBS…the kids learned about Jesus as we traveled through Jerusalem.  We 
also made crafts at the different marketplace shops, danced to fun new songs & let the Spirit fill us!  And 
we collected over 100 items for Akron Children's Hospital! 
Thank you to everyone for their donations of dinner supplies & for the faithful volunteers that touch so 
many hearts.  VBS is a lot  of work, but worth every minute as you watch the kids absorb your efforts. God 
was surely with us, as temperatures were tolerable & we ended the week with a little musical program 
where the kids sang their praises.  It was nice to be together again! 
 
KIDS  KLUB September 2022 
Our plan is to resume in person Kids Klub this Fall; we are so  excited.  Our  drive thru hot dog sales were 
a success & many thanks to our kids for helping: Wesley & Marcella Cowles and Alex Simon.  We thank 
everyone who supports our Kids Klub ministry and we ask for prayers as we continue planning for Septem-
ber start up; we will still take precautions by using individual supplies/sanitizer/disinfecting after each night/ 
asking sick families to please stay home until better, etc.   
If you are unfamiliar with our program; we are a free, midweek children's ministry that includes Bible class, 
activities, dinner and music. Our theme this session is “TO BE LIKE JESUS” ; our Bible focus will be on the 
parables.  We will learn some new songs; have fun with our activities; all the  while encouraging good man-
ners & respectfulness. Children are in age appropriate groups; we have fun with old & new friends in a 
safe, Christian environment.  
 
We have a fall session beginning in September & a winter session beginning next January.   
Registration forms/letters will be mailed soon; Kids Klub Fall session - Wednesdays-September 21-
December 7 ; 4:45-6:30 PM.   Ages 3 yrs through 6th grade welcome. Our program is free of charge, but 
donations are always welcome.  If you are new to our church & need more details, just let us know 
(k4matt@aol.com). You can sign up at any time during the session; we realize scheduling con-
flicts.  We will be excited to see you. 
 
CANFIELD FAIR 
Canfield Fair sign up sheets are posted in the narthex.   Over the years,  It has been getting harder and 
harder to fill all of our working shifts.  Please look at your summer schedules & try to sign up for a shift or 
two.  Two people can work a shift easily.  If you have worked before, you know it’s not difficult, I especially 
need our experienced night shift volunteers again; this allows me to leave,  as I have to be back early each 
morning. Fair dates - Aug 31-Sept 5  and shifts  are 11 am- 3 pm/ 3pm - 7 pm/ 7pm - 10 pm.  
 
If you sign up to work & need tickets; the order sheet is also in the narthex. Tickets are $5.00 each (yes 
they went up in price).  Please pay for the tickets when you order them; & they can be picked up at church 
on Sunday Aug 28. 
 
If we cannot fill the shifts; we may have to withdraw this year.  I know we will have to increase our prices 
( which I am reluctant to do), but with the rising costs of products, we might not have a choice. It will be so 
awesome to get back to normal ( after a 2 year absence) & see all our faithful customers.. Thank you for 
taking time to consider volunteering. See you at the Fair!  

Looking for new or 

used Legos for Kids 

Klub use! 

Drop off anytime! 

mailto:k4matt@aol.com


Planning for Our Future 

Since Pastor Ken has informed us that he plans to retire as a full 

elder in the United Methodist Church as of June 30, 2023, we 

thought that it would be prudent to begin the planning process for 

our future. It might seem that one year out is a long time but the reality is that our next pastor will likely 

be appointed by Bishop Malone shortly after the New Year.  When our last pastoral transition oc-

curred, the bishop appointed our new pastor in mid-January for a July 1 start date. 

At our most recent church cabinet meeting, we began discussing what we are looking for in our new 

pastor. As our current cabinet team is comprised of Pastor Ken Gifford, Larry Warren (chair), Bob 

Long, Sandy Beckwith, Eileen Crites, Patty Tchoryk and Blaise Prentiss, we realize that we need input 

from the congregation. We would ask you to prayerfully consider what qualities in a pastor are im-

portant to our congregation. Please also consider the needs of our community and the mission and 

vision of our church. We also must decide if we want our experimental arrangement with Trinity UMC 

to continue.  Please share your comments with us in writing only within the next couple of months. 

You may email any of us or give us a personal hand-written note. Thank you on behalf of our church 

leadership. 

Blaise Prentiss 

TRUSTEES 

We will be looking for a DNA specialist to clone Budd Barger and Tom Semer. 

 

A special thanks to Budd who repaired the exit door panic bar in the West entrance.  Budd 

monitors our boiler performance on a weekly  

basis and avails himself for any electrical/technical projects. 

 

Tom is a technical wizard too and the church leans on him for many special projects. 

 

Thank you, Budd and Tom!!!! 

PUMC Cabinet 

Mission Trip 

I just wanted to take a moment and thank everyone that supported us, for this years trip! 

We had 5 Participants from our church and a group of 45 all together. It was a Wonderful trip, all jobs 
were completed and everyone had a safe trip. I look forward to what next year has in store for us. If 
anyone would like information please feel free to reach out to Evan Montgomery or myself. We would 
be happy to talk with you or give you information.  

THANKS again,  

Eileen Crites  
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The Summer fun has continued!  During the month of July the 

children spent a week learning how to live “off the grid”.  They 
learned how to plant and farm and planted their own seeds of 

their choice.  They also learned how to “upcycle” as opposed to 
recycle and the school aged group were especially creative with 

the useful things they made from used items! 

 
The second week of July was Animal Planet Week and each day 

was spent learning about animals in different areas of the 
world: Desert animals, Tundra animals, Rainforest animals,  

Savannah animals, and Marine animals. 

 
The third week of July was spent on learning about our Five 

Senses and many fun activities were experience based on this 
theme.  A favorite day was the Taste day! 

 
The end of the month was spent on miscellaneous themes such 
as:  World Peace and Weather Watching, and then ended in 
Wacky Water Days in which the children came in swimwear and 
spent the day doing crazy and fun water activities outside! 

polandboardmanchildcarecenter.com 

https://www.polandboardmanchildcarecenter.com/

