
THE MESSENGER 
Thoughts from Pastor Ken 
"The angel went to Mary and said, 'Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 
with you.'" Luke 1:28 

     Dear friends in Christ, 

I love the Christmas season. I look forward each year to the lights, decorations, special holi-
day activities, and family and friend gatherings. Each one of these lifts my soul and brings joy 
to my heart. It never gets old to me. I find new things each year even in old traditions.  

     I do have to confess, however, that this season brings extra stress. I believe this is proba-
bly true for most of us. We always try to find that special gift for the special person. I enjoy the 
decorations but it takes a lot of time to set it up. And, of course, the house has to be extra 
clean when family or friends arrive. And the list goes on. 

     Then, as a pastor, there is also added work involved which adds to the already crazy 
schedule. Unfortunately, I believe most everyone can relate to this dilemma. As much as we 
enjoy the Christmas season, sometimes it's a relief when it's done.  

     But whenever I begin to feel myself getting a little overwhelmed, I think about Mary. Her 
life was totally turned upside down during the Christmas season. She had an unplanned 
pregnancy, concern over how Joseph and her family and friends would react, and probably a 
multitude of other emotions that none of us will ever begin to fathom. 

     And in our passage the angel tells her that she is "Highly Favored" by God. And what was 
Mary's reaction? After a little nervousness, she not only fully embraced her situation, but was 
pleased and honored to be chosen. This is the example that I need to always remind myself. 
To be like Mary. 

     Yes, at times during this season life will be a little hectic. Yes, sometimes situations won't 
turn out exactly the way I wanted. But none of these things have to stop me from enjoying the 
season. I understand that the reason why we celebrate is because of the birth of our Lord and 
Savior. And I am eternally grateful for how He has touched my life and how He continues to 
touch it.  

     I also realize that Jesus desires all of us to live life in Peace and Love. So, let's fully enjoy 
this season. Let's enjoy all that God has provided for us to enjoy and give praise to Him all 
along the way. Let's not allow stress to overtake us. Mary didn't and I'm going to do my best 
to do the same. 

God's Love and Grace,  

Pastor Ken 

December 2022  



MISSIONS 
 

As we close out 2022 the PUMC Cabinet would 

like to thank you, Church, for your generosity. 

This year you made contributions to The Rescue 

Mission of Mahoning Valley, the Akeso Home 

Health Care Group, the Beatitude House, Ma-

honing Valley Teen Challenge, UMCOR, the 

Crop Walk, Bike, Hope, Love, the Bair Founda-

tion “Blessing Bags” for foster families, Akron 

Children’s Hospital, Poland Schools “Success by 

Six” program and Christian World Service collec-

tion of schools supplies. Your gifts have been 

much appreciated by their recipients. 

DECEMBER MISSIONS  

This December we will be helping the Salvation Army.  There are two ways you can support the Salvation Army 

this year.  You can donate monies through cash, check or the Tithley App on the church web site.  Simply note 

on your check or envelope “Salvation Army” and we will make sure those monies get properly distributed.  

We will also be ringing bells at Walgreens in Poland for the Salvation Army on Thursday December 8
th
 through 

Saturday December 10
th
.  There is a signup sheet in the Narthex, or you can contact the church directly.  We 

still have 7 one-hour time slots to fill, one on Thursday, and three on both Saturday and Sunday.  Please contact 

Bob Long or Connie Arnoto if you can help.  Last year PUMC was the only local church that was able to fill up a 

full week with volunteers. It would be great if we could completely fill our time slots again.   

Also, along with Trinity UMC, we are collecting new teddy bears for children to be distributed by the Salvation 

Army. We had a great collection last year and hope to do as 

much or more this year! Due date for teddy bears is Decem-

ber 11
th
. 

POLAND INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 

A special thanks to the Poland Schools for the huge collec-

tion of food last month and Bob Richards and the Poland 

Baseball Association for their collection too. Distributions 

are the last Tuesday and Wednesday of every month and is 

drive through only on Wednesdays.  Volunteers are from 

PUMC, Holy Family, and Poland-Presbyterian. 

The need is getting greater every month. Last month we 

served over 40 families.   

PUMC CHICKEN DINNER 

Huge thanks to Jan Sharp and all the volunteers for their 

hard work. NO CHICKEN DINNER IN DECEMBER. 

God Bless you all and always give thanks to our Lord for all He has done for us!!! 

PUMC Cabinet  

 



                                                            OCT              YTD 

Monthly physical contributions      $16,298.00    $145,635.00 

Monthly on-line contributions        $  2,287.00    $ 30,990.00  

Other revenues                             $  5,484.00    $ 25,391.00 

Less monthly expenses                $23,564.00    $239,956.00  

Net impact to Budget                    $  1,045.00   ($  37,940.00) 

TRUSTEES 

Proverbs 24:27 

Update on the wonderful gift the scouts provided PUMC. Through connections in the Scouts to a couple of local 

business they were able to get not four but six new tires as well as a wheel alignment donated for our church 

van. 

 

A special thanks to the following for that incredible donation: 

Scout Master Dearing from Dearing Compressor 

Service Manager Rich Decapita and owner Greg Greenwood from Greenwood Chevrolet.  

MISSION TRIP 

Eileen Crites will the spearheading PUMC efforts to put together a Mission Trip to Oak Hill, West Virginia next 
year which will include folks from other churches. Volunteers and supplies are always welcome.  Eileen recent-
ly held a rummage sale at the church and was able to collect over a thousand dollars.  Left over items were 
taken the Salvation Army. Thank you, Eileen. 

Laymen's Quest will be studying Rick Warren's "The Purpose of Christmas" during the Sunday school hour 
beginning on Sunday, December 4. The Purpose of Christmas DVD study for groups and families features 
three sessions taught by Rick Warren on why we celebrate Christmas and how it can change our lives forev-
er. At the very first Christmas - the birth of Jesus - an angel announced three things. In those three state-
ments of the angel, we find the three purposes of Christmas. 
The three sessions on this DVD looks at each of those purposes: 
1.Christmas is a time for celebration 
2.Christmas is a time for salvation 
3.Christmas is a time for reconciliation  

We invite all adults to join us in Room 307 right after worship service. No prior Bible experience is necessary. 
If you have ever wanted to try out a Sunday school class, this is a great way to start. Please email Blaise at 
blaiseprentiss@zoominternet.net so that we can send you the link to view the video before class each week. 
We meet in person but also have a Zoom option so you can join us any way you that like. 

Blaise Prentiss 

Quest 
Laymen’s 

https://get.tithe.ly/
mailto:blaiseprentiss@zoominternet.net


Dear friends, 

     You may have heard about the controversy that is currently going on within the United Meth-

odist Church. There is a tremendous amount of information out there, but unfortunately much of 

it is unreliable. So, let us begin by saying that our East Ohio Conference has a detailed list of 

information available on their website at eocumc.com. We highly encourage you to check this 

out.  

     The controversy revolves around a multitude of issues from how the church is governed to 

how we deal with social issues. These are not new situations but it seems they are occurring at 

time when many people are unwilling to work together. So, these issues have begun to take 

precedence over our witness to Christ. This, obviously, is unacceptable to all.  

     One of the options that some churches have taken is to disaffiliate with the United Methodist 

denomination. There is a lengthy process of prayer, meetings and a congregational vote which 

would take a 2/3 majority to leave the denomination. There would also be a financial obligation 

that every church would have to pay if they choose to leave. Ours would be about $200,000.  

     The leadership of our congregation has overwhelmingly decided to remain United Methodist. 

This is due because we still believe in our rich heritage, Wesleyan theology, involvement in So-

cial Holiness through agencies like UMCOR, and the concept that has been uniquely Methodist, 

pluralism.  

     Pluralism is the belief that we can disagree on a multitude of issues and still remain united in 

Jesus Christ. This belief goes back to John Wesley and our leadership still believes in this to-

day, even if it is not a common belief currently in society.  

     To be a member of the United Methodist church one does not have to believe in a certain 

way socially or vote in a particular way politically. Everyone is free to make up their own mind 

within their own relationship with God. Also, United Methodist pastors have always had the abil-

ity to marry, bury or baptize whomever they choose. No one has ever been forced by the de-

nomination to do something that they do not feel comfortable with.  

     For these, and a multitude of other reasons, we plan on remaining United Methodist and 

continue in our tradition of serving Jesus Christ within Poland and the surrounding Mahoning 

Valley. We would like to thank each and every one of you for your service and your prayers. 

Let’s continue to serve Christ together! 

In Christ’s service, 

Larry Warren, Cabinet Chair. 

Ken Gifford, Pastor 

A NOTE FROM THE CABINET 



MISSION TRIP NEWS 

The leadership has met and we are going to Oakhill West Virginia, the week of June 18th-
24th.  

We will be in an impoverished area and doing home repair.  At this point we know we will be 
doing handicap ramps, decks, dry walling, and that type of stuff. If anyone is interested please 
talk to Eileen Crites or Evan Montgomery.  

I would also like to thank everyone that supported the Rummage Sale. We got great dona-
tions and had a very successful sale. Thank you!!  

Eileen Crites 



KIDS KLUB 
 
We are wrapping up our fall session of Kids Klub.  We have been following the parables that Jesus told and 
learning TO BE LIKE JESUS. We did some hands-on projects with Legos for the parable of the Wise & Foolish 
Builder and  the kids made different foods from Play-Doh to bring to the table for the Great Feast. 
 
There were so many wonderful gifts for Our Operation Christmas Child project, we were able to fill 10 boxes in-
stead of 6, as originally planned.  Giving hearts are happy hearts!  So very proud of our Kids Klub. 
 
Our Christmas program will be on Wednesday, Dec 7 at 5:45 pm; we invite everyone to join us.  The kids have 
been practicing to make it a great night.   
 
And after the program at 6:15, Santa will be here & we hope you invite your family & friends.  Santa will have 
goody bags for the kids & cookies for everyone. 
 
We thank everyone for being so supportive of our Kids Klub and our fundraisers.  You allow us to offer a quality 
program that is free to all children, and this helps help the children grow in our church and in God’s love.  
 
Merry Christmas to everyone! 
Kitty & Janell 
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NOVEMBER RECAP! 

November was a busy month in all the class-
rooms!   

The children in the two Kindergarten Readi-
ness classes finished up their unit on Num-
bers, and started the Letters unit.  This 
month they focused on the letters A (and 
Alligators), T (and Turkeys), and P (and 
Planting seeds).  They also learned about 
healthy foods, helping others, and the skill 
of sequencing. 

In the Rainbow class, the children began the month learning about 
positional concepts, cutting skills, numbers 1-5, and shapes.  Their 
themes this month (centered on these concepts) were: Transporta-
tions, Leaves, Turkeys, and Thanksgiving. 

The children in the Teddy Bear class explored the following themes:  
Fall Harvest, Scarecrows, & Thanksgiving, Down On The Farm, The 
Five Senses, and Our Community. 

All four and five year olds who attended the center this month were 
given a free vision screening by the Youngstown Area Goodwill. 

We have been able to hire a few more teachers’ assistants and are 
now able to open up our enrollment once again!   

The following spaces are open: 

5 spots in the Teddy Bear Class-
room (ages 2 ½ -3 ½) 
 
2 spots in the Rainbow  
Classroom (ages 3 ½ - 4 ½) 
 
6 spots in the Kindergartens 
Readiness Classrooms (ages 4 ½- 
5 ½)  
 

If you know of anyone looking 
for preschool/child care please 
pass our information on to them! 

Phone Number:  330-757-9747 

Email:  pbccc@polandumc.org 

polandboardmanchildcarecenter.com 

https://www.polandboardmanchildcarecenter.com/

