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Thoughts from Pastor Ken
"When the Magi had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 'Get up,' he said,
'take the child and His mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to
search for the child to kill Him.'" Matthew 2:13
Dear friends in Christ,
So much for an easy life after a difficult pregnancy and delivery. One would have thought that Mary and
Joseph had had enough turmoil in their lives leading up to the birth of Jesus; getting pregnant before she
was married, not knowing how Joseph or anyone else would react, having to travel a long distance on a
donkey being 9 months pregnant, and then having the birth in a barn.
Then, to top everything off, they find out that the most powerful person in their known world, King Herod, wanted to kill their child. So Mary and Joseph had to go to a foreign country for safety, having no idea
how long they would have to be there.
This is certainly not the plot of a Hallmark movie. This is real life. The scripture does not try to sugarcoat
how difficult or dangerous it was when Jesus was born and all throughout His life.
Yet, when we look at the lives of Mary, Joseph and Jesus, we see that they always carry the Love of
God within their hearts. They are never resentful or angry. They always do their best to live the lives that
they believe God has set for them. Even if others show hatred or cruelty, they will always show love.
We have no idea what this New Year is going to bring. All of us, of course, are hoping that both the pandemic and the extreme bitterness within our country will come to an end. Like Mary and Joseph, we all feel
like we have had enough. But also like Mary and Joseph, no matter what this New Year brings, we can
choose to keep the Love of God within our hearts.
So I am praying for a wonderful 2022, but no matter what happens, I plan on keeping the Love of God
within my heart. I encourage everyone to do the same. Let's make this the year of Love.
God's Love and Grace, Pastor Ken
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CABINET UPDATE

Thank you to the following persons who volunteered and rang bells for the
Salvation Army: Budd Barger, Dave and Anne Beck, Sandy Beckwith,
Marion and Julie Bridegam, Karen Brubaker, Alice DuChateau, Michael
and Vincenzo DiTullio, Ray Gotthardt, Sherri Gotthardt, Janice Grich,
Sherry Klimas, Bob Long, Debbie Melvin, Karen Mettee, Ruth Metzger,
Jim Patterson, Janell Prater, Wesley and Marcella Penrose, Blaise
Prentiss, Sudha Rabindra, Jeff, Rebecca and Adeline Sauline, Megan
Shaw and family (PBCCC family), Heidi Smith, Mark and Sue Stricklin,
Brad, Dave and Joelyn Wagner and Larry Warren.

JANUARY MISSIONS
This January we will be collecting cash or check donations for the tornado
victims through UMCOR. You can make donations through the UMCOR
website, or through the church offering or tithe.ly.com and please write in
the note section of your checks “UMCOR tornado relief”.
Looking ahead to February we will be collecting deodorants, toiletries,
feminine products for the BEATITUDE HOUSE, and March we will again
be gathering and assembling items for UMCOR Flood Buckets.
INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY - Distributions are the last Tuesday and
Wednesday of every month and is back to in-person pick-up. Volunteers
are from PUMC, Holy Family, and Poland-Presbyterian. Last month we
served over 30 families.
PUMC CHICKEN DINNER - Huge thanks to Jan Sharp and all the volunteers each month.
MISSION TRIP - Eileen Crites will be heading PUMC efforts to put
together a Mission Trip this year which will include folks from other
churches. Volunteers always welcome. Thank you, Eileen.
PUMC Cabinet

224 Youth
Group
5th - 12th Grade

All youth invited to 224
UMC Youth Group!
Meets Sundays from
6-7:30PM in the
Fellowship Hall at PUMC.
If you have a 5th grader
thru high school, please
spread the word!
LAYMEN’S QUEST

SUNDAY SMALL GROUP STUDY

A BLUEPRINT
FOR
DISCIPLESHIP
Small Group
Study

Jan 4 | 7PM | RM 307

SIGN UP

We are studying another Adam Hamilton series entitled Creed; What
Christians Believe and Why. Here is description of this six-part series.
We’re all searching. Sometimes the search is easy: simply type a question and the answer pops up. But sometimes our questions are complicated, and the answers are difficult to see and harder to articulate. How do
we discover and examine the truths that give meaning and purpose to
life? Adam Hamilton believes that some powerful answers are contained
in the Apostles’ Creed, an early statement of foundational Christian beliefs. In this six-week study for Lent, Easter, and beyond, Hamilton considers important questions of life, reality, and truth. He explores not only
what Christians believe, but also why they believe it and why it matters.
We also allow folks to join us via Zoom if you are not comfortable meeting
inside or if you may be out of town. All you need is an email address and
a phone or tablet or computer.
Please let me know via email at blaiseprentiss@zoominternet.net or in
person if you would like to join us.
Blaise Prentiss
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YTD

Monthly physical contributions

$19,509.00

$216,337.00

Monthly on-line contributions

$ 7,215.00

$ 32,123.00

Other revenues

$ 1,177.00

$ 22,952.00

Less monthly expenses

$19,904.00

$235,945.00

Net impact to Budget

$ 7,997.00 $ 35,467.00

Jesus
loves
the little
children

all the

children
of the
world!

Pastor Ken
giving the
invocation.

Every Wednesday at 9AM
catch a short
MOMENT OF HOPE
WITH PASTOR KEN
on Facebook, Instagram
or at polandumc.org.
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Happy New Year!
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The children enjoyed many special activities during the month of December, including the
following:
In the KR1 class they had a special Grinch Day, where they wore their pajamas, watched the
Grinch movie, made a Grinch snack, and discussed how Christmas is about so much more
than just presents.
In the KR2 class, the children made a group nativity scene, and also made their own edible
Christmas trees.
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In the Rainbow Class, the children had a Polar Express Day, where they wore their pajamas,
received tickets for an imaginary train ride that they then went on, had hot cocoa and cookies,
and watched parts of the movie.
In the Teddy Bear Class, the children went Christmas caroling for all of the other classes.
All of the classes also spent time talking about the birth of Jesus and this being the
“reason for the season”, and making special gifts for their parents.
Thank you to the church for providing an Advent Calendar for every child—it was a wonderful
surprise for them!
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SNACKS ALWAYS NEEDED:

Vanilla Wafers, Peanut Butter/Cheese Crackers, Animal/Teddy
Crackers, Goldfish Crackers, Cheez-its, Cheese Sticks, Mini Muffins

C
With your continued support, we will
continue to be a step above the rest!

